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Ihis form is for xase in roninating or requesting determinations of eligibility 
individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines for Coamq;)^ '
National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Cctrplete each iteajtji 
"x" in the ^propriate box or by entering the requested information. If an r 
apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A” for "not applicable." For functions, 
styles, materials, and areas of significance, enter only the categories and 
subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets.
Type Ml entries.______________________________________
1. Tfaiw* of Pr 
historic name Skinner. Timothy. House
other names/site nnmht=>-r

2. location 
street & nun
city, town 
state New York

er 5355 Scenic Avenue
Mexico

I I not for publication
I I vicinity

)de NY county Osweao code 075 zip code 13114
nassificg«*~'i<Tn

CXmership of prcperty 
[x]private 
[ ]public-local 
[ ]public-state 
[ ]public-Federal

Category 
[X] building (s) 
[ ] district 
[ ]site 
[ ]structure 
[ ]Qbject

Number of resources within prcperty 
Contributing Noncontributi^

1____ _______ buildings
_________ _______ sites
_________ _______ structures

.objects
Name of related multiple property 
listings; Historic & Architectural 
Resources of the Town of tfexicxj. Oswego Co. 
4. State/Federcil Aaencv Oertificsatinn

Itotal
Nunber of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended, I hereby certify that this [x] nomination [ ] request for determination of 
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 
Register of Historic Places ai^ meets the procedural and professional requirements set 
foi^in 36 CTR Part In ^ winion, this property [x] meets [ ] dees not meet the 
Naticnal Register criteria.y/rA-.See continuation sheet.

—;------ r ^ __________________Signatdre of cortfl^ing official/
Deourcvl Ccanmissioner for Histoi/ic Preservation

DateT

Statfe dc Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria.
[ ] See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official bate
State or federal agency and bureau

5. National Baric fServioe OF^rHfirsrHrwi
-------------------- in ________________I hereby, certify that this prcperty is: pO entered in the National Register.

[ ] See continuation sheet.
[ ] determined eligible for the National 

Register. [ ] see continuation ^eet. 
[ ] determined not eligible for the 

National Register.

[ ] removed from the National Register.
[ ] other, (explain:)
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6. Fljnction or Dae
Historic Function 
(enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic - sincfl e 1 i m

Current Functions
(enter categories from instructions) 

Socicd - meetincf hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
enter categories from instructions)
Italianate

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

Stonefoundation 
walls ____ Brick
roof _ 
other

Metal

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
Ihe Timothy Sldjmer House is a large Italianate style brick residence located on a 

small lot on Scenic Avenue one-half block north of the intersection of Scenic Avenue and 
Main Street in the village of Mexico, Oswego County. Surrounding buildings include 
altered nineteenth-century frame residences and non-historic buildings, precluding the 
inclusion of this proper^ in the nearby Mexico Village Historic District, vhich is also 
a component of this multiple property nomination. Ihe Timothy Skinner house is a two 
and one-half story Italianate style brick residence Built in c. 1869, it is composed of 
a three-bay main block and a two-story, two-bay recessed wing on the south side that 
extends four bays to the west. The metal-clad hip roofs have wide overh^s with 
bracketed cornices and deep friezes. Windows consist of French doors on the first story 
ato two-over-two sash on the second story, all with decorative carved wood lintels and 
sills. Ihere are large single-paned windows on the east and north elevations of the 
main block that pierce the frieze. One-story porches extend across the front of the 
main block and wing, and the rear of the south elevation, all with carved brackets on a 
wide entablature, turned balusters and attenuated columns. Ihe railings have been 
removed from the front porch, and the base of the piers r^laced with brick. A two- 
story bay window is located on the south side of the wing with details similar to the 
porches. Ihe entrance in the main block is a double door with etched glass panels. Ihe 
secondary entrances are in the wing on the east and south elevations. A shed addition 
on the rear was added in 1950 to aoccmmodate a kitchen expansion. It is considered non­
contributing.

Ihe int^ior remains remarkably intact de^ite seme changes to the floor plan done 
by the American legion. Ihe entrance hall has a handseme ^iral staircase with turned 
balusters ato new^ post. Ihe fireplace mantels in the front and back parlors display 
classical lines with Doric pilasters. Ihe elaborate built-v?) moldings that surround the 
doors and window epenings survive, as do original pieces of hardware.

Ihere are no surviving outbuildings associated with the property.



8. Stat'PWBPiT^ nf Siqnifirgmnf*
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to 
other properties: [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [x] locally

l^licable Nationea Register Criteria []A []B [x]C []D

Criteria Considerations []A []B []C []D []E []F []G

Arecis of significance 
Architecture

Period of Significance 
c. 1865

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Dates 
c. 1865________

Significant Person Architect/Builder

State significance of property, and justi^ criteria, criteria considerations, and areas 
and periods of significance noted above.

The Timothy Skinny House is architecturally significant vmder Nationed. Register 
criterion C as a sophisticated and virtually unaltered exaitple of an Italianate style 
residence in ^ village of Mexico, Oswego County. Built c. 1865 for a local lawyer, 
the house ejdiibits the distinguishing features of the Italianate style, such as its 
asymmetrical cca:tposition, shallow hip roof, bracketed comice, and well-crafted 
decorative details. Unlike most houses constructed during the late-nineteenth century 
in the village and town, the house was constructed of brick, illustrating the personal 
prosperity of its owner. One of a small number of large Italianate style residences in 
the village and town, the Skinner house recalls the mid-nineteenth century prosperity 
achiev^ in Mexico frcan successful agricultural and industrial production, an economic 
condition that was able to sip^rt a nuDPnber of related professional oocc^ticxis. The 
house was built for Timothy Skinner, a prominent lawyer in Mexico and a descendant of 
one of the Mexico's first settlers.

Timothy Warner Skinner, son of Avery and Elizabeth Huntington Skinner, settled in 
Mexico Village in 1853, having been raised in Maple View (Union Square). After 
attending school, he was admitted to the bar in 1857, and in the same year he jomed 
with Judge Cyrus Whitney in the law and banking firm of Whitney & Skiimer.

Skinner practiced law in Mexico for the remainder of his life in addition to taking 
on other responsibilities. Elected surrogate for three consecutive terms from 1863 
throu^ 1882, he also served as village president, a trustee of Mexico Acaderty, and as 
an active member of the Masons. It was during this active and prosperous timp that 
Skinner had the fashionable residence on Scenic Avenue constructed.

Timothy's son, Avery W. Skinner, followed the exairple of public service set Jy his 
father and gremdfather; he became a teacher and principal of Mexico Academy. By its 
name, the auditorium in the present-day hi^ school building commemorates his memory.

It is not known vhether an architect was involved with the design of the Skinner 
hou^; howler, little was spared in constructing the handsome Italianate style heme.
It is distingui^ed by the elaborately carved brackets, decorated colxmins, pilasters and 
baliasters, carved wooden lintels and hi^y embellished bay windows.

The quality of craftsmanship and attention to detail is continued on the interior. 
The curving staircase, hi^ily embelli^ed windows and d<x>r surrounds, eind classical 
mantelpieces distii>guish the house from others of a similar style in the exanraunity.

[X] See continuation sheet
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As the agricultural and industrial production of the town of Mexico increased in the 
nineteenth-century, the village of Mexico grew as the social, cultural, and political 
center of the town. Hcannes of lawyers, bankers, clergymen, and merchants were built both 
on Main Street and on the adjacent streets. The Skinner house exeiiplifies those few 
large-scale residences built for Mexico's most prcminent citizens in the nineteenth 
c^tu^. A few others of its size and style are included in the Mexico Village Historic 
District, a ocraponent of this multiple property nomination.

The Sldnner family sold the property to the American Legion in 1964. While this 
organization has made some minor changes to acocramodate the groi:5)'s activities, the 
Skinner house remains remarkably intact; it is one of the best exairples of the 
Italianate style of architecture in the town.

[X] See continuation sheet



9. tfaiar BiljiLLcXTrarhiral Beft-rpnoes

Grip's Historical Souvenier of Mexioj. Syracuse: "Grip," c. 1903.

Oiurchill, John. Lanc3marks of Oswego County. Syracuse: D. Mason & Co., 1895.

Previous documentation on file (NFS): 
[ ] preliminary determination of 

individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
has been requested 

[ ] previously listed in the National 
Register

[ ] previously determined eligible by 
the National Register 

[ ] designated a Nationeil Historic 
Landmark

[ ] recorded by Historic American 
Buildings Survey #

[ ] recorded by Historic American 
Engineering Record #

[ ] See continuation sheet

Primary location of additioncil data: 
[X] State historic preservation 

office
[ ] Other State agency 
[ ] Federal agency

[ ] local government 
[ ] IMiversity 
[ ] Other

Specify repository:

Acreage of property^ Less them one acre.

UIM References 
A I1I8I I4I0I0I3I0I0I 

Zone Easting
C.l. I I iJ I I I I I Zone Easting

I4I8I1I2I5I4IQI 
Northing 
I I III I I I 
Northing

B.l I I Zone
P1..1.I.Zone

■LJ I I I .1 IEasting
I I I I I I I
Easting

I I I I I I I I 
Northing

I..I INorthing 

[ ] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Ihe boundary of the Timothy Skinner House is shown as the bold line on the 
acccamparying map.

[X] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the legally recorded lot line of the preperty, viiich is the historic 
boundary of the Skinner lot.

[ ] See continuation sheet

11. Form Precared Bv
name/title Kathleftn TaFrank See Continuation Sheet
organization OPRHP date October 5. 1990
street & number Aaenev Bldo. #1. Erao. St. PI. telephone (518) 474-0479
city or town Alhanv state NY zip code 12238
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Research and documentation prepared by:
Ifelen Breitbeck
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Peter Shaver, Consultant
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY
NAME:

MULTIPLE
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Skinner, Timothy, House

Mexico MPS

STATE & COUNTY: NEW YORK, Oswego

DATE RECEIVED: 3/27/91
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 4/28/91
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91000526

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 4/12/91
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 5/11/91

DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:APPEAL: ^
OTHER: N PDIL:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE:

COMMENT WAIVER: N
____ ACCEPT ^'^ETURN

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

N
N

PERIOD: PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:

N
N
N

.REJECT DATE

RECOM./CRITERIA.
REVIEWER_________
DISCIPLINE______
DATE______________

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N



CLASSIFICATION

___ count ___ resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION 

___historic .current

DESCRIPTION

.architectural classification

.materials

.descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

___ summary paragraph
___ completeness ; :v ,
___ clarity
___ applicable criteria
___ justification of areas checked
___ relating significance to the resource
___ context
___ relationship of integrity to significance
___ justification of exception
___ other

■aJ

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

.acreage
_UTMs

.verbal boundary description 

.boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

___ sketch maps ___ USGS maps ___ photographs .presentation

OTHER COMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

 Phone 

Signed Date
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500455
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